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Culture Clubbing

Canadian Publisher Pushes For Maple Loyalty

One Canadian greeting card publisher is seeking fairer representation of Canadian culture
in greeting card racks in the home of the Mountie and the maple leaf.

Terry McTavish, owner of Pendragon Prints, is spearheading a furious campaign to seek
to redress a situation whereby, according to Terry, Canadian publishers have been unfairly
squeezed out of the greeting card racks by the large American publishers, namely Hallmark
and American Greetings.

These two ‘giants’ account for 75% of the Canadian market
“with 150 companies trying to compete for the remaining
25%,” according to Terry.

As far as Terry is concerned, the situation contravenes the
free trade agreement Canada signed with the US: “Part of the
agreement was to protect the cultural aspect of Canada.
Greeting cards are part of that culture.”

Terry has drawn on the experiences of the music industry
to add weight to his argument. In reaction to a domination
by US rock and pop groups. the Canadian Government
decreed that at least 10% of the music played by Canadian
radio stations had to be endemic to the country.

“It has helped to rejuvenate our music industry, enabling it
to gain international respect,” explained Terry.
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by Pendragon Prints. Canadian greeting card companies. His campaign, which has
involved sending letters to over 150 companies and discussions

with Canadian members of parliament, has already gained support from Canadian card

companies as well as attracting interest from the media.

(Pendragon Prints +604 298 4425)
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